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referring to the Polish-German Ten-years Pact said, "If it serves
the cause of peace and contributes to the stability of Europe,
the pact will not disturb in the least the relations between France
and Poland." The French Government, he declared, did not
recognize as fundamental the differences which had arisen between
Warsaw and Paris; it did regard Poland as a great and independent
Power. The alliance was "intact and indissoluble." After a round
of ceremonial visits, Barthou had a conference nearly two hours
in length with Pilsudski at the Belvedere, Beck being present.
No communique was published, but doubtless the conversation
turned on the Polish-German pact and its relation to the Franco-
Polish alliance, as well as on disarmament questions, about
which Barthou upheld the point of view of France. It was reported
unofficially that the Marshal and the French Foreign Minister
reached a complete accord. Barthou spent April 24 in Warsaw,
and at a reception at the Institut Fran9ais de Varsovie said:
"Having conversed with the principal Polish statesmen and with
the illustrious Marshal, who is the glory of Poland, I can give
you the assurance that the alliance is stronger and more alive
than ever." In the evening he left the capital for Cracow, accom-
panied by Beck, and there they passed most of the next day together
sight-seeing. In the afternoon Barthou left for Prague, where
on April 27 he said to a gathering of journalists that those were
completely mistaken who alleged that the alliance had been chilled
by the Ten-years Pact, for the alliance remained in full force.
On the surface at any rate, Barthou's visit was most successful.
It had a good Press in Poland, though here and there might be
heard a note of reserve. What was certain was that Poland had
made her position of independence perfectly clear—no "vassal"
was she, no "servitude" hers, and these truths were now to be
held as written into the alliance. In France the inspired Press
declared that the alliance did remain in all its strength, but the
rest of the papers took a more critical line; one went so far as
to assert that the change for the worse in Polish-French relations
was due to Beck, who was "francophobe"—a charge that was often
repeated later, though it entirely overlooked the fact that it was
Klsudski himself who directed Polish foreign policy, and that

